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The T-38 is a twin-engine, high-altitude, 
supersonic jet trainer used in a variety of roles 
because of its design, economy of operations, 
ease of maintenance, high performance and 
exceptional safety record.  Air Education and 
Training Command is the primary user of the 
T-38 for joint specialized undergraduate pilot 
training.  Air Combat Command, Air Force 
Material Command and NASA also use the T

-38A in various roles. 

The T-38 has swept wings, a streamlined 
fuselage and tricycle landing gear with a 
steerable nose wheel.  Two independent hy-
draulic systems power the ailerons, rudder 
and other flight control surfaces.  The instruc-
tor and student sit tandem on rocket-powered 
ejection seats in a pressurized, air-conditioned 
cockpit.  This aircraft needs as little as 2,300 
feet of runway to take off and can climb from 
sea level to nearly 30,000 feet in one minute.  
T-38s modified by the propulsion moderniza-
tion program have approximately 19 percent 
more thrust, reducing takeoff distance by 9 

percent. 

Student pilots fly the T-38 to learn super-
sonic techniques, aerobatics, formation, night 
and instrument flying and cross-country navi-
gation.  Test pilots and flight engineers are 
also trained in T-38As.  More than 60,000 
pilots have earned their wings in the T-38.  
Training takes approximately 26 weeks and 
includes 381 hours of ground training, 31.6 
hours in a flight simulator and 118.7 flying 

hours in the T-38. 

Pilots from most NATO countries are 
trained in the T-38A at Sheppard AFB, 
Texas, through the Auro-NATO Joint Jet Pi-
lot Training Program.  NASA uses T-38A 
aircraft as trainers for astronauts and as ob-
servers and chase planes on programs such as 

the space shuttle. 

"Any pilot can describe the 
mechanics of flying. What it 
can do for the spirit of man is 
beyond description."  
 

Barry M. Goldwater 

U.S. Senator  

Scud Runner 

The T-28 Talon first flew in 1959.  Built by 
Northrop Corp., more than 1,100 were deliv-
ered to the Air Force between 1961 and 1972 
when production ended.  The unit cost (1961 
constant dollars) was $756,000.00. As the 
fleet has aged, specific airframe, engine and 
system components have been modified or 
replaced.  The T-38C models will undergo a 
propulsion modernization program which 
replaces major engine components.  These 
upgrades and modifications should extend the 

service life of T-38s to 2020. 

T-38 Talon 

Crew: 2 (student and instructor) 

Speed: 812 mph 

Rate of Climb: 33,600 fpm 

Ceiling: above 55,000 feet 

Range: 1,093 miles 

Empty Weight: 7,200 lbs. 

Max. Take-Off Weight: 12,500 lbs. 



March 2007; Piper Super Cub; Myrtle Beach S.C.: The pilot 
picked up an advertising banner at a private airport then 
headed for the beach at an altitude of 1,000 feet AGL.  Upon 
arrival at the beach, he descended to 500 feet AGL.  He then 
switched fuel tanks and the engine lost power.  The pilot 
switched back to the other fuel tank but could not restore 
power.  Emergency procedures for the banner-towing opera-
tion required the pilot to jettison the banner in the event of 
engine power loss.  However, the pilot did not jettison the 
banner but continued to fly with it attached to the airplane.  
He attempted to land on the beach but lacked the altitude to 
glide to the sand and the airplane came down in 2 feet of wa-
ter.  The post-accident investigation found five gallons of fuel 
in the left tank and 18 gallons of fuel in the right tank.  Prob-
able cause: the loss of engine power due to undetermined rea-
sons.  A factor in the accident was the pilot’s failure to follow 
emergency procedures when he failed to jettison the advertis-

ing banner prior to his forced landing. 

April 2007:  Cessna 182; Marietta 
OK.: The pilot, a 27,500-hour airline 
transport pilot, was attempting to land 
on a 2,450 x 55-foot turf runway.  He 
told investigators that when he lined up for the straight-in 
approach, he noticed that the northern half of the runway ap-
peared to have been graded.  He failed to notice the large 
white “X” on the approach end of the runway.  The airplane’s 
touchdown and landing roll was normal about 500 to 600 feet 
down the grass portion.  When the Cessna entered the graded 
area, the airplane bounced slightly, slowed, and then flipped 
onto its nose.  The pilot stated that prior to departure he 
checked the weather and the airport information on 
AirNav.com on the Internet.  He stated that the NOTAM sec-
tion would not open on the website and he did not check any 
other sources.  Probable cause: the airplanes’ nose over in 
terrain unsuitable for landing due to the pilot’s failure to ob-

tain current NOTAM information on the closed airport. 

Stimulus $$$: Cleveland, 
Dayton and Toledo received 
the majority of the $27 mil. 
stimulus for aviation in Ohio. 
 

Squawk:  “Having a Bad Day?”  
By Sandy Gordley 

Compass:  Miscellaneous 
By Sandy Gordley 

Reporting Bird Strikes (AIM 7-4-3):  Pilots are urged to 
report any bird or other wildlife strike using FAA form 5200-
7. Bird/Other Wildlife Strike Report (Appendix 1).  Addi-

tional forms are available at: 

http://www.wildlife-mitigation.tc.faa.gov 

Flights Over Charted U.S. Wildlife Refuges, Parks, and 

Forest Service Areas (AIM 7-4-6 b.):  Pilots are requested to 
maintain a minimum altitude of 2,000 feet above the surface 
of the following:  National Parks, Monuments, Seashores, 
Lakeshores, Recreation Areas and Scenic Riverways adminis-
tered by the National Park Service, National Wildlife Refuge, 
Big Game Refuges, Game Ranges and Wildlife Ranges ad-
ministered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and Wilder-
ness and Primitive areas administered by the U.S. Forest Ser-

vice. 
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Touch and Go:  Birds 
By Sandy Gordley 

Wings & Wheels:  Mark your calendar:  August 8th from 8 
a.m. to noon.  The Civil Air Patrol will be taking care of the 
breakfast this year, however, we still need volunteers to help 
out.  We have a few who have “enlisted” but we could use a 
few more. Please let Sandy know if you can help. 
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